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A JOINT RESOLUTION

ey U

1 proposing a constitutional amendment to provide for state funding
2 of new legislative mandates on local governments.
3 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
4 SECTION 1. Article III of the Texas Constitution is amended
5 by adding Section 66 to read as follows:
6 Sec. 66. (a) A political subdivision of this state is
7 entitled to be reimbursed from the general revenue fuqd in the
8 state treasury for the costs incufred in a calendar year' by the
9 political subdivision to comply with any state mandate enacted on
10 or after January 1, 1990, unless the legislature:
11 (1) by statute enacted by a record vote of four-fifths
12 of the members elected to each house expressly provides that the
13 mandate is not subject to reimbursement under this section; or
14 (2) appropriates or otherwise provides for the payment
15 or reimbursement from a source other than revenue of the political
16 subdivision of the costs incurred in the calendar yvear by the
17 political subdivision in complying with the state mandate.
18 (b) In this section, "state mandate" means a requirement
19 made by a statute enacted by the legislature that regquires a
20 political subdivision to establish, expand, or modify an activity
21 in a way that requires the expenditure of revenue by the political
22 subdivision that would not have been required in the absence of the
23 statutory provision.
24 (c) On or before the next September 1 following a regular
71R1048 JSA-D 1
22 comptroller's aéfiéﬁvuhleég the pélitical subd;Vision establishes
23 by clear and convincing evidence that the decision of the
24 comptroller is erroneous. The decision of the district court may
25 be appealed in the manner provided by law for civil suits
26 generally. |
27 (d) For purposes of this section, costs incurred to comply
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with a rule adopted by a state agency to implement a state mandate

or a judicial decision interpreting or applying a state mandate are

reimbursable in the same manner as other costs incurred to comply

with that state mandate, if those costs are required to be

reimbursed under this section.

(e) This section does not apply to a state mandate:

(1) not included in the appropriate list of mandates

published by the comptroller under this section;

(2) imposed by the legislature or a state agency to

comply with a requirement of the Texas Constitution or federal law;

(3) creating a new criminal offense or changing the

elements of a criminal offense; or

(4) approved by the voters of this state at a general

election.

(f) To receive a reimbursement to which it is entitled under

Subsection (a) of this section, the governing body of the political

subdivision must apply to the comptroller of public accounts not

later than March 1 of the year following the year in which the

reimbursable expense was incurred. The application must provide

evidence of the costs incurred by the political subdivision in

complying with the mandate. A political subdivision is not

eligible for reimbursement under this subsection unless it complies

or in good faith attempts to comply with the mandate in the year

for which the reimbursement is sought. The comptroller shall pay

the amount of the costs the comptroller determines were directly

incurred in complying with the mandate not later than the end of

the calendar vyear in which the governing body applies for

71R1048 JSA-D 3
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By Mv S "J.R. No._z

A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment to provide for state funding
of new legislative mandates on local governments.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Article III of the Texas Constitution is amended
by adding Section 66 to read as follows:

Sec. 66. (a) A political subdivision of this state is

entitled to be reimbursed from the general revenue fund in the

state treasury for the costs incurred in a calendar year by the

political subdivision to comply with any state mandate enacted on

or after January 1, 1990, unless the legislature:

(1) by statute enacted by a record vote of four-fifths

of the members elected to each house expressly provides that the

mandate is not subject to reimbursement under this section; or

(2) appropriates or otherwise provides for the payment

or reimbursement from a source other than revenue of the political

subdivision of the costs incurred in the calendar vyear by the

political subdivision in complying with the state mandate.

(b) In this section, "state mandate" means a requirement

made by a statute enacted by the legislature that requires a

political subdivision to establish, expand, or modify an activity

in a way that requires the expenditure of revenue by the political

subdivision that would not have been required in the absence of the

statutory provision.

(c) On or before the next September 1 following a regular

71R1048 JSA-D 1
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A JOINT RESOLUTION

1 proposing a constitutional amendment to require the legislature to
2 provide revenue to lécal governments to pay for new programs and:
3 duties imposed by the legislature in. order to reduce the need for.
4 local tax increases.

5 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

6 ‘ SECTION 1. Article III of the Texas Conétitution is amended

7 by adding Section 49a-1 to read as follows:

8 Sec. 49a-1. (a) The comptroller of public accounts shall
9 prepare an estimate of the probable cost to local governments or
10 political subdivisions of each law enacted by the legislature
11 imposing or requiring compliance with state standards in the
12 operation of 1local facilities or in the provision of 1local
13 services.

14 (b) Except in the case of emergency and imperative public
15 necessity and with a four-fifths vote of the total membership of
16 each house, a law enacted by the legislature on or after January 1,
17 1991, imposing or requiring compliance with state standards in the
18 operation of local facilities or in the provision of local services
19 is not binding during a state fiscal biennium on a local.government
20 or political subdivision to which the law purports to apply unless
21 the comptroller of public accounts has estimated the cost of
22 compliance with the law for the biennium and certifies that there
23 has been appropriated for the biennium of 6therwise provided for
24 the payment or reimbursement from a source other than revenue of

71R9594 JSA-F 1
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